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Richard G. Howe is a writer as well as a public speaker and debater in churches, conferences, and university campuses on 

issues concerning Christian apologetics and philosophy. He is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Apologetics at Southern 

Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte, North Carolina where he still teaches part-time. Dr. Howe is Past President of the 

International Society of Christian Apologetics.  

 

Dr. Howe has a BA in Bible from Mississippi College, an MA in Philosophy from the University of Mississippi, and a PhD in 

Philosophy from the University of Arkansas. Both his master's thesis and doctoral dissertation focused on the issue of the 

existence of God. His master’s theses is titled “An Analysis of William Lane Craig’s Kalam Cosmological Argument” in which 

Dr. Howe defended the argument against objections that had come out against the argument subsequent to the publishing of 

Dr. Craig’s important book on the subject. Dr. Howe’s doctoral dissertation is titled “A Defense of Thomas Aquinas’s Second 

Way” in which he defended Aquinas’s efficient causality argument for the existence of God against criticisms of theistic 

arguments in general, against criticisms of causal theistic arguments more narrowly, and against specific criticisms to 

Aquinas’s version of the efficient causality argument for God’s existence—the second of Aquinas’s famous “Five Ways.”  

 

Dr. Howe is co-author with Dr. Norman L. Geisler of The Religion of the Force and is a contributor to several books including 

I Am Put Here for the Defense of the Gospel: Dr. Norman L. Geisler: A Festschrift in His Honor, The Jesus Quest: The 

Danger from Within, The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics, Reasons for Faith: Making a Case for the Christian Faith, and 

To Everyone an Answer: A Case for the Christian Worldview. He has had articles published in the Christian Apologetics 

Journal, the Areopgaus Journal, the Midwest Christian Outreach Journal, and the Christian Research Journal. He has spoken 

and/or debated in churches and universities in the US and Canada as well as Europe and Africa on issues relating to the 

defense of the Christian faith. In their free time, Richard and his wife Rebekah enjoy international travel. 

 

Education 

 

Ph.D. Philosophy 

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Doctoral Dissertation: A Defense of Thomas Aquinas's Second Way 

Doctoral Dissertation Committee: Thomas Senor (director), Sandra Edwards, Richard Lee 

 

M.A. Philosophy 

University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi 

Thesis: An Analysis of William Lane Craig's Kalam Cosmological Argument 

Thesis Committee: William F. Lawhead (director), Michael L. Harrington, Thomas J. 

Flynn, William A. Staton, III 

 

B.A. Bible (Minor: Music) 

Mississippi College, Clinton, Mississippi 

Positions 

 

Currently: 

 

Full-time public speaker and writer 

Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Apologetics at Southern Evangelical Seminary, Charlotte, NC  



 

Former positions: 

 

Professor of Philosophy and Apologetics; Director of the Ph.D. Program at Southern Evangelical Seminary, Charlotte, NC 

 

Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Luther Rice University, Lithonia, GA 

 

Instructor in Philosophy at Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS 

 

Held graduate teaching assistantships at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR, 

 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI, and the University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS 

 

Honors: 

 

Evangelical Press Association for the Christian Research Journal article "Witchcraft: It May Not Be What You Think" 

 

Thomas Vernon Award for outstanding undergraduate teaching, Department of Philosophy, University of Arkansas 

 

Outstanding Teacher Nominee from the Associated Student Government and the Student Alumni Board of the University of 

Arkansas 

 

Outstanding Young Men of America 

First Place, Student Essay Contest of the Mississippi Philosophical Association  

 

Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges 

 

United States Achievement Academy National Collegiate Award in Philosophy  

 

United States Achievement Academy Academic All American 

 

Professional Associations 

 

Evangelical Philosophical Society 

Society of Christian Philosophers International Society of Christian Apologetics 

Staff and Ministry Positions Held 

Director of the Ph.D. Program, Southern Evangelical Seminary , Charlotte, NC 

Registrar and Director of Admissions, Southern Evangelical Seminary, Charlotte.  

NC President, The Issachar Institute (501.c.3 organization), Tupelo, MS  

Minister of Youth, Lawndale Presbyterian Church, Tupelo, MS Summer Youth Minister, First Baptist Church, College Park, GA 

 

Publications 

 

"How Theology Needs Philosophy" in I Am Put Here for the Defense of the Gospel: A Festschrift in Honor of Norman L. 

Geisler, ed. Terry Meithe. Eugene: Pickwick Publications, 2016. Religion of the Force, revised, 2nd ed. Bastion Books, 2016. 

 

"The Reliability of the New Testament Writers" in The Jesus Quest: The Danger from Within, eds. Norman L. Geisler and F. 

David Farnell, 593-620. N.c.: Xulon, 2014. 

 

"In Defense of the Supernatural" in The Jesus Quest: The Danger from Within, eds. NormanL. Geisler and F. David Farnell, 

621-672. N.c.: Xulon, 2014. 

 

"Classical Apologetics and Creationism" Christian Apologetics Journal, Vol. 11, No.2, Fall 2013. 

 

"Philosophical Antecedents to Thomas Aquinas's Second Way" Christian Apologetics Journal, Vol. 10, No.1, Spring 2012. 

 

"Two Notions of the Infinite in Thomas Aquinas's Summa Theologiae I, Questions 2 and 46" Christian Apologetics Journal, 

Vol. 8, No. 1, Spring 2009, pp. 71-86. 



 

"On the Function of Philosophy" Christian Apologetics Journal, Vol. 7, No. 2, Fall 2008, pp. 57-82. 

 

"Dualism" in The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics, eds. Ed Hindson and Ergun Caner, 181-184. Eugene: Harvest House 

Publishers, 2008. 

 

"Empiricism" in The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics, eds. Ed Hindson and Ergun Caner, 192-194. Eugene: Harvest House 

Publishers, 2008. 

 

"The New Testament, Jesus Christ, and The Da Vinci Code" in Reasons for Faith: A Survey of Contemporary Christian Issues 

and Evidences. Essays in Honor of Bob and Gretchen Passantino, eds. Norman Geisler, Chad Meister, 269-280. Wheaton: 

Crossway Books, 2007. 

"Witchcraft" in Reasons for Faith: A Survey of Contemporary Christian Issues and Evidences. Essays in Honor of Bob and 

Gretchen Passantino, eds. Norman Geisler, Chad Meister, 349-360. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2007. 

 

Book review of Garret J. DeWeese and J. P. Moreland, Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult: A Beginner's Guide to Life's 

Big Questions (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2005) Christian Research Journal, Vol. 29, No. 5, 2006, p. 43. 

 

Book review of Ron Rhodes, Find It Quick Handbook on Cults & New Religions: Where Did They Come From? What Do They 

Believe? (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 2005) and Answering the Objections of Atheists, Agnostics, & Skeptics 

(Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 2006) Christian Research Journal, Vol. 29, No. 5, 2006, pp. 42-43. 

 

Book review of Protecting Your Teen from Today's Witchcraft: A Parent's Guide to Confronting Wicca and the Occult 

(Minneapolis: Bethany House Publications, 2005) by Steve Russo. Christian Research Journal, Vol. 29, No. 2, 2006, p. 46. 

 

"Satanism: A Taste for the Dark Side." Christian Research Journal, Vol. 28, No. 5, 2005, p. 41. 

 

Book review of Hard Questions Real Answers (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2003) by William Lane Craig. Christian 

Research Journal, Vol. 28, No. 5, 2005, p. 41. 

 

Book review of Thinking about God: First Steps in Philosophy (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004) by Gregory E. 

Ganssle. Christian Research Journal, Vol. 28, No. 5, 2005, p. 41. 

 

"From the Nature God to the God of Nature: Reaching Out to Wiccans" Christian Research Journal, Vol. 28, No. 4, 2005, pp. 

10-11. 

 

"Witchcraft: It May Not Be What You Think." Winner of the Evangelical Press Association's award of "Higher Goals," Third 

Place in General Article (Long) category, 2006 Christian Research Journal, Vol. 28, No. 1, 2005, pp. 12-21. 

 

"Knowing Christianity is True: The Relationship between Faith and Reason" (with Thomas A. Howe) in To Everyone an Answer: 

A Case for the Christian World View, eds. Francis J. Beckwith, William Lane Craig, and J. P. Moreland, 23-36. Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 

 

Book review of God? A Debate Between a Christian and an Atheist (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) by William Lane 

Craig and Walter Sinnott-Armstrong Christian Research Journal, Vol. 27, No. 6, 2005, p. 40. 

"Some Concerns about John C. Maxwell" Midwest Christian Outreach Journal, 2003. 

 

"Does the Bible Teach Reincarnation?" Midwest Christian Outreach Journal, 1996. 

 

Homosexuality in America: Exposing the Myths. American Family Association, 1994. 

 

"Holistic Medicine, Dr. Bernie Siegel and New Age Occultism" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, Dec. 1995 

 

"Does the Bible Teach Reincarnation? How New Agers Use the Bible" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, Nov. 1995 

 

"Deceived by the Light: A Look at Embraced by the Light" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, Jan. 1995 

 



"The Case for Christianity, Pt. 5: Conclusion: What Did Jesus Believe about the Bible?" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, 

Aug. 1994 

 

"The Case for Christianity, Pt 4: Who Is Jesus? His Resurrection" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, May 1994. 

 

"The Case for Christianity, Pt. 3: Who Is Jesus?" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, April 1994. 

 

"The Case for Christianity, Pt. 2: The Authenticity of the Bible: Is the Bible Historically Accurate?" The Issachar Institute 

Newsletter, March 1994. 

 

"The Case for Christianity, Pt. 1: The Historicity of the Bible: Is the Bible Historically Reliable?" The Issachar Institute 

Newsletter, Jan. 1994. 

The Dangers of the New Age Movement, Pt. 2" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, Dec. 1993. "The Dangers of the New Age 

Movement, Pt. 1" The Issachar Institute Newsletter, Nov. 

 

Speaking 

 

Over twenty-five years of experience speaking and debating in universities, churches, schools, and homes in the US, Europe, 

and Africa on various apologetic, philosophical, and theological topics. 

 

Debates 

 

Debates have include topics such as the existence of God, the New Age Movement, and Protestantism vs. Catholicism on 

Justification with opponents such as: Michael Shermer (Skeptic Magazine), John Shook (Center for Inquiry), Dan Barker 

(The Freedom from Religion Foundation), Douglas Krueger (author of What Is Atheism? A Short Introduction), Piet 

Croucamp (professor, The University of Johannesburg), Abel Pienaar (New Age leader in South Africa), and Bill Rutland 

(Baptist convert to Catholicism) 

 

Talks:  

 

Apologetics 

 

Defending the Faith.  

 

A thorough presentation of the evidence for the Christian Faith.  This study treats the nature and task of apologetics, 

philosophical foundations, the existence of God, the historical evidence of the origin, transmission, integrity, and reliability 

of the Bible, and what it has to say about who Jesus is and what He taught about Scripture.  The presentation can be 

conducted as a multi-part series, or any particular part can be presented as a unit in a one-time situation.  The contents are: 

The Existence of God.  

 

A treatment of the standard arguments for God’s existence: The cosmological argument 

 

Contemporary version: God is the efficient cause of the “coming-into-existence” of the universe. 

 

Thomistic version: God is the efficient cause of the “current existing” of the universe.  

 

The teleological argument 

 

Contemporary version: God is the efficient cause of the design, fine tuning, information, and irreducible complexity of the 

universe. 

 

Thomistic version: God is the final cause of the universe.  

 

The moral argument 

 

Contemporary version: God is the ground for the objectivity of moral goodness. 

 



Thomistic version: ‘Good’ and ‘being’ are convertible and God is ipsum esse subsistens (subsistent existence itself). Attention 

is paid to the important distinctions to be drawn between the Thomistic versions of these arguments (predicated upon the 

classical categories of Aristotle and Aquinas) and the contemporary versions employing current scientific (albeit inadequate) 

views about the mechanistic nature of material reality and the degree to which human experience can be reduced to material 

processes. Even granting these current views, a strong argument can be made that God is the best, if not the only, 

explanation for many truths that even secular scientists grant about the universe.  

 

Atheism. 

 

Answering the Apostles of the New Atheism: An analysis of the "new atheism" of Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion), Sam 

Harris (The End of Faith; Letter to a Christian Nation), Christopher Hitchens (God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons 

Everything), and Daniel Dennett (Darwin's Dangerous Idea; Breaking the Spell) and others. We examine what exactly is “new” 

about the new atheism and then answer specific arguments they set forth in defending their view that God does not exist.  

 

Answering the Arguments of Popular Atheism:  

 

An analysis of the phenomena of “t-shirt” or “bumper sticker” atheism (clever one-liners or popular myths) along three 

categories (1) Rhetorical Arguments (e.g., “Atheism is merely a lack of a belief in God”); (2) Scientific Arguments (e.g., 

“Christianity has always stood against the advances of science.”); and (3) Philosophical Argument (e.g., “If God created the 

universe, who created God?”)  

 

Relativism.  

 

A definition of relativism in contrast to skepticism and pluralism. Includes a critique of: Relativism and Truth (ways in which 

some truths are subjective and others are objective); Relativism and Knowledge (contrasting the Classical understanding of 

knowledge with Modernism and Postmodernism); Relativism and Ethics (show how moral goodness is grounded proximately in 

human nature and ultimately in God); Relativism and History (an examination of the historical relativism (“History was written 

by the winners.” “History is always an interpretation.”); Relativism and Religion (examining the challenges of religious 

pluralism and the problems with the common “functional” view of religious truth); Relativism and Faith/Reason (contrasting 

the classical, historical understanding of the relationship of faith and reason in contrast to the views of the New Atheism, 

other atheists, Neo-orthodoxy; Presuppositionalism, and Postmodern); and Relativism and the Gospel (defending the 

exclusivity of the Gospel against universalism, inclusivism, and pluralism).  

 

What about Those Who Have Never Heard the Gospel?  

 

An examination of the problem of the unreached.  Various options are surveyed including universalism, pluralism, and 

inclusivism. The conclusion (exclusivism) maintains that no one goes to heaven without knowingly trusting Jesus as Savior, but 

tries to show how this works out for those who have never heard the specifics of the Gospel.  

 

Philosophy 

 

Aquinas on Existence and the Essence / Existence Distinction.  

 

An exploration of Aquinas’s argument for God’s existence from his On Being and Essence employing the distinction he draws 

between a thing’s essence and its existence. The argument show that in the created order this distinction obtains. Thus, 

there must be something that exists whose very essence is existence itself, which is to say that there must be something 

for which the existence / existence distinction does not hold. This thing must have all the prefections of existence without 

limit.  

 

How Theology Needs Philosophy.  

 

A study of the various ways that philosophical topics and categories are utilized in doing theology. Includes a look at the 

relationship of faith and reason, the laws of logic, answering objections to the use of logic, detecting self-refuting 

statements, the role of presuppositions, natural law morality, science and religion, how philosophy helps clarify theology in 

issues such as truth and biblical inerrancy, and more.  

 

On Building a World View.   

 



One hears the expression ‘world view’ quite often in apologetics. What constitutes a world view? Why is the common “rose 

colored glasses” metaphor misleading when talking about how a world view functions? This talk examines how the Christian’s 

use of his mind is a matter of stewardship and that stewardship requires us to be deliberate in building our world view such 

that it informs us about the truths of reality. A world should not merely be chosen, but should be built out of sound reason 

based upon the nature of reality itself. To that end, we discuss understanding the nature of truth, the nature of religion, 

the relationship of faith and reason, and the role of classical empiricism as the beginning of knowledge.   

 

Classical Philosophy.  

 

This study is a survey of philosophical thinking with particular emphasis on areas relevant to theology, apologetics, and 

ethics. It is an introduction to philosophy (a systematic approach) with an emphasis on the Classical (Aristotelian/Thomistic) 

tradition, taking a look at the basics of philosophy in general and then focusing on certain major issues in metaphysics 

(being), epistemology (knowing), and Ethics (doing).   

 

The Kalam Cosmological Argument.  

 

The Kalam Cosmological Argument is an argument for the existence of God based on the fact that the universe began to 

exist a finite time ago. Borrowing heavily from the pioneering work of William Lane Craig in his important book by the same 

title, together with his and other’s contributions to the argument of the date of scientific thinking, the argument shows that 

since the universe began to exist, and, further, whatever begins to exist must have a cause, that therefore the universe 

must have had a cause.  (top)A Thomistic Argument for the Existence of God. An in-depth philosophical look at Aquinas's 

notion of existence as an act, his essence/existence distinction, and how these can work into an argument for God's 

existence. (top)Thomistic Responses to Objections to Aquinas' Second Way. Many of the criticisms of Aquinas’s efficient 

causality argument for the existence of God (the second of his famous arguments for the existence of God known as the 

“Five Ways) stem from a misunderstanding (or outright ignoring) of Aquinas’s metaphysics, especially his doctrine of esse 

(existence), the primacy of esse, and the essence/existence distinction. (For a discussion of these issues, see my “Thomistic 

Responses to Some Objections to Aquinas’s Second Way” in the Papers section.) (top)Two Notions of the Infinite in Aquinas. 

Many thinkers have misunderstood Aquinas’s statement, “… and this cannot go on to infinity” found in several of his 

arguments for God’s existence to mean an infinity back into the distant past. I show that this is a misunderstanding arising 

from a failure on these thinker’s part to recognize two different notions of the infinite in Aquinas’s thinking and that this 

was not at all what Aquinas was alleging in his theistic arguments. I show how Aquinas’s arguments for God’s existence is 

completely indifferent as to whether the universe ever began to exist or has existed from all eternity.  (top)God Fading 

Away. An examination of how the classical attributes of God (e.g., omniscience) are fading away in contemporary 

evangelicalism and how we can contend for these attributes. (top)Seeing Is Believing? For many today (and especially 

scientists) “seeing” is believing. By this, they mean that nothing should be believed unless and until it has been confirmed by 

the latest scientific research. Such an approach to human knowing has been referred to as empiricism, logical positivism, or 

scientism. A strict application of this view of knowledge (at least in its most extreme forms) invariable leads to the rejection 

of the viability of religion, morality, logic, and God. This talk examines how such an empiricism is a relatively new arrival on 

the scene and that the classical version of empiricism is to be preferred. Argument is made that empiricism, properly 

understood, is the epistemology (theory of knowing) of both the Bible and sound reason. We look at attacks on this way of 

human knowing from various quarters, including philosophical and spiritual.  

 

The Design Argument:  

 

Aquinas vs. Paley. The design argument for the existence of God has made a serious comeback in contemporary Christian 

apologetics. God's existence is argued for from the fine-tuning of the universe, the complex nature of life, and the absence 

of natural explanations for life's origin and diversity. These arguments, in many ways, are a resurgence of William Paley's 

watch-maker argument. Long before Paley and contemporary scientific discoveries Thomas Aquinas argued in the fifth of his 

famous “Five Ways” that design demonstrated God's existence. But are the contemporary design arguments the same (in 

principle) as Aquinas’s argument? I argue that they are not. But if not, how does Aquinas’s argument differ from Paley’s? Is 

one argument better than the other? After explaining the differences, I go on to offer the strengths and weaknesses of 

each.  

 

Natural Law Theory.  

 

An exploration of the model of morality known as Natural Law theory and how it arises from an understanding of some basic 

elements in metaphysics and theology, including: what is human nature?, what does the term ‘good’ mean?, what is the 

connection between good and God?, and more.  



 

The Euthyphro Dilemma.  

 

This philosophical ethical dilemma poses the challenge to Christians as to whether God wills something because it is good or 

whether it is good because God wills it. It is a dilemma because either option seems to entail something false about God 

according to the standard, contemporary, evangelical view. Several solutions are proposed, including the most common one 

offered by contemporary evangelical apologists together with how the Classical theistic (i.e., Thomistic) approach would 

quality that solution.  

 

The Problem of Evil.  

 

An examination of the famous challenge to theism (particularly Christian theism) from skeptics and unbelievers. We cover 

the responses that are out of bounds for the evangelical and responses within the bounds of evangelicalism. (top)Think Like 

You Mean It! Exposing Logical Fallacies. This presentation deals with the differences between formal logical fallacies and 

informal logical fallacies to the end of exposing some of the most common informal logical fallacies one might encounter in 

various discussions. The fallacies include: the category mistake, the false dilemma, the argument of the beard, the argument 

from ignorance, special pleading, poisoning the wells, the fallacy of composition, the fallacy of division, fallacies of 

generalization, the burden of proof, argument to the future, the selection effect, and the genetic fallacy.  

 

The Truth about Truth.  

 

This presentation covers the distinction between theories of truth and tests for truth and looks at several theories of truth 

one might encounter. I defend the correspondence theory of truth and look at the different ways that a statement can 

correspond to reality, including literally, allegorically, metaphorically, analogically, symbolically, hyperbolically, 

phenomenologically, informally, and metonymically. I then cover the laws of logic, taking a look at common objections some 

bring up to logic.  

 

Other Religions 

 

New Religious Movements.  

 

This expression is gradually replacing the term ‘cults’ to refer to that group of religions that fall outside historic, orthodox 

Christianity but are not classified as a world religion. A study of new religious movements takes a look at some preliminary 

matters including “What is a cult and how is that term used?” “What is the difference between a cult (or new religious 

movement) and a world religion?” “How is one to know spiritual, theological, or doctrinal truth?” “Is it proper to disagree with 

others about matters of religion?” “Why are there false religions?” “Aren’t all religions the same at the core?”Following 

these preliminary matters, the study examines “The Marks of a Cult.” We look that the four major characteristics that 

identify the contemporary cults: (1) All Cults Weaken or Deny the Authority of the Bible; (2) All Cults Deny Salvation by 

Grace Through Faith apart from Works; (3) All Cults Deny the Trinity; (4) All Cults Weaken or Deny the Work of Jesus 

Christ. With a “bird’s eye view” we see one or two examples of how the cults exhibit these marks. If desired, we can look 

more in-depth into a number of specific cults listed below.  

 

Mormonism.  

 

An examination of one of one of the largest new religious movement showing its departure from historic, orthodox Christian 

truth. We show how Mormonism exhibits the “marks of a cult” in its views of additional revelation apart from the Bible, its 

views of salvation, the Trinity, and the work of Christ on the cross. Additional departures from Christian truth are explored 

including Mormonism’s view of the nature of God and the nature of humans. (top)Jehovah's Witnesses. An examination of 

another of the new religious movements showing its departure from historic, orthodox Christian truth. We show how 

Jehovah’s Witnesses exhibit the “marks of a cult” in their denial of the Trinity, their denial of the deity of Christ, their 

denial of hell, and their denial of salvation by grace through faith apart from works. We also expose the corruption that 

characterizes their own tendentious translation of the Bible known as the New World Translation. 

 

A Christian Perspective on the Occult.  

 

We unpack the essential elements of an occult view of reality and show how those elements manifest in Extreme Occultism 

(Satanism), Moderate Occultism (Wicca, Witchcraft), Mainstream Occultism (New Age Movement), and "Christian Occultism 

(the Word of Faith Movement). Each group can be a separate study.  



 

Satanism.  

 

After a quick look at what constitutes an occult world view, we look at the specifics of Satanism, primarily as a religious (as 

opposed to criminal) phenomenon in America, including both Anton LaVey’s Church of Satan and Michael Aquino’s Temple of 

Set.  

 

Witchcraft.  

 

After a quick look at what constitutes an occult world view, we look at the specifics of Witchcraft, examining both its 

common concerns with Christianity (e.g., peaceful co-existence with others, conscientious concern for the environment) as 

wall as its fatal contrasts with Christian truth (e.g., the existence and nature of God, the nature of humanity, sin, 

redemption, and the world’s need for the Savior).  

 

The New Age Movement.  

 

After a quick look at what constitutes an occult world view (from which the New Age Movement arose), we look at how the 

New Age Movement is affecting various parts of society in new age science, medicine, education, politics, religion and more.  

 

The Word of Faith Movement.  

 

An examination of the increasing influence of aberrant and heretical teachings upon the Christian landscape from The Word 

of Faith Movement in the teachings of such individuals as Kenneth Copeland, Charles Capps, Benny Hinn, and others.  

 

Religion of the Force.  

 

Based on the book with the same title and with the use of multi-media excerpts from the famous Star Wars™ movie series, 

we examine exactly what is the world view and message that is being portrayed and how that message compares and 

contrasts with Christianity.  

 

Religious Pluralism.  

 

With more and more religious diversity in the world (as exhibited by the seeming ubiquitous “COEXIST” bumper sticker) we 

take a look at “What is Religious Pluralism?” “Do other religions make claims conflicting with Christianity?” “What does it 

mean for a religion to say it is true?” “Why can a religion be true for one person and not true for another?” “What is a 

religion?” “How do the major world religions compare and contrast respecting their core vs. peripheral beliefs?”  

 

On the Da Vinci Code.  

 

Though Dan Brown’s novel has fading the most people’s mind, the issues the novel raises are of abiding importance. Those 

issues include: whether the doctrine of the divinity of Jesus was a later development, reaching its full form at the Council of 

Nicea in AD 325; whether the books of the Bible were not settled until the Council of Nicea; whether the story of Jesus is 

more accurately contained within the Gnostic documents than in the New Testament and shows a mere human Jesus; whether 

the story also shows that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene and fathered children; and whether the Christian religion is 

an amalgamation of themes from several ancient mystery religions.  

 

Dan Brown Revisited.  

 

Complimenting the presentation “On the Da Vinci Code,” the presentation examines Dan Brown’s historical skepticism, his 

views of the relationship of faith and reason, his religious relativism, and his relativism regarding truth. 

 
 


